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Wulienweber's original plan was to attack Denmark,
while carrying on at the same time the war with
the Netherlands. This proposal, which besides being
audacious, meant a great outlay of money, alarmed
the other cities, and, above all, the town of Hamburg.
Owing to her endeavours, a brilliant congress was
assembled within her walls during the month of
March, 1534, when it was proposed to examine care-
fully the various points of grievance at issue between
the Hansa and her opponents. There were present
delegates from the various Baltic cities, imperial coun-
cillors, Netherland grandees, and Danish nobles. But
none of them exceeded in outward splendour the repre-
sentatives of Liibeck, Jiirgen Wullenweber and Max
Meyer, as they rode into the city of Hamburg, dressed
in full armour preceded by the chief of Liibeck's militia,
by trumpeters and drummers, and followed by sixty
armed riders. The timid Hamburgers glanced at all
this military display with some terror, feeling assured
that such a proud bearing meant that the town that
sent forth these men would not easily yield its claims.
Already, before the first assembly of the delegates,
Wullenweber had been regarded with an evil eye by
many of the other Hanseatic envoys. They could
not grasp the ultimate ends he had in view for the
benefit of the League. They thought he was inciting
to needless expense and disturbance. They did not
understand, still less did they sympathize with, the
democratic wave which had swept over Liibeck, and
which had brought two such men as Wullenweber
and Max Meyer to the front. Local chroniclers,
speaking of this meeting of plenipotentiaries, call the